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AN ACT to amend article two, chapter forty-eight of the code of 
West Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as 
amended, by adding thereto a new section, designated section 
ten-a, relating to privileged communications between clergy
man and parties to actions. 

Be it enacted by the legislature of West Virginia: 

That article two, chapter forty-eight of the code of West Vir
ginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amendrd, be 
amended by adding thereto a new section, designated section ten-a, 
to read as follows: 

ARTICLE 2. DIVORCE, ANNULMENT AND SEPARATE MAIN

TENANCE. 

§48-2-lOa. Communications between, clergyman and party. 

1 In any action brought pursuant to the provisions of this 
2 article, no priest, minister, rabbi or other clergyman, as de-
3 fined in section twelve-a of article one of this chapter, of any 
4 religious denomination or organization who is not a party to 
5 said action shall be compelled to testify regarding any com-
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6 munications or statements made to such clergyman in his 

7 capacity as spiritual counselor or spiritual adviser by a party 

8 to said action, if (a) both the clergyman and the party making 

9 such communications or statements claim that the communi-

10 cations or statements were made to the clergyman in his 

11 capacity as a clergyman and spiritual counselor or spiritual 

12 adviser to such party; and (b) no person, other than the 

13 clergyman, such party and the spouse of such party, was 

14 present when such communications or statements were made; 

15 and ( c) the party making such communications or statements 

16 does not either consent to their disclosure or otherwise waive 

17 the privilege granted by this section: Provided, That the 

18 privilege granted by this section shall be in addition to and 

19 not in derogation of any other privileges recognized by law. 








